
New Americans in the Akron-Canton Region
A Snapshot of the Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants1 in the Region2

POPULATION

DEMOGRAPHICS

the number of immigrants 
living in the Akron-Canton 
region in Ohio, in 2023.3

Immigrant share of the 
total population in the 

region in 2023.

of households4 in the 
Akron-Canton region in 
2023 included at least 
one immigrant.

of immigrants in the 
region were recent arrivals, 

in the United States or less. 

In the region, immigrants were 21.6% 
more likely to be of working age than 
their U.S.-born counterparts, allowing 

5

of immigrants in the 
region had resided in the 
United States for more 

58,400

5.7% 17.4% 82.6%

Without immigrants moving to 
the region, the total population 

11.4%

0.4%

While the total population of 
the region remained constant 
between 2018 and 2023, the 
immigrant population increased 
from 52,500 to 58,400, or 3.8%

6

U.S.-born Immigrants
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DEMOGRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

The top languages spoken at home other 
than English among immigrants in 2023:

 Spanish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.7%

    Nepali. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.3%

    Arabic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.8%

    Chinese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.2%

    Filipino, Tagalog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6%
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IMMIGRANTS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS 

9,200
immigrants living in the Akron-
Canton region had limited English 

Share of the region’s immigrant 
population who had limited English 

7
15.9%

at home other than English were Nepali (25.9%) and Spanish (18.6%).

In 2023, immigrants in the region contributed 
$5.0 billion to the region’s gross domestic 
product (GDP), or 5.0% of total GDP 10 

In 2023, immigrant households in the Akron-Canton region earned $2.5B.

$446.0M went to federal taxes8

$227.5M went to state and local taxes9

$1.8B  
was left in spending power
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SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS (CONTINUED)

Immigrants in the region also supported federal social programs. In 
2023, they contributed $218.8 million to Social Security and $63.4 
million to Medicare.  

35.9% of immigrants received Medicare or Medicaid in 2023, compared with 38.2% of U.S.-
born residents. 

In 2023, about 68.4% of U.S.-born residents had private healthcare coverage, while 38.8% 

health insurance.11

In 2023, about 59.7% of immigrants had private healthcare coverage, while 36.0% had public 
healthcare coverage. About 12.8% of immigrants did not have health insurance.  

Private healthcare coverage

Medicare or Medicaid

Public healthcare coverage

Uninsured

U.S.-born - 68.4%

U.S.-born - 38.2%

U.S.-born - 38.8%

U.S.-born - 6.1%

Immigrants - 59.7%

Immigrants - 35.9%

Immigrants - 36.0%

Immigrants - 12.8%
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WORKFORCE

Although immigrants made up 3.8% 
of the Akron-Canton region’s total 

4.6% of its working age population, 4.3% 

12

3.8%Population

Immigrant shares of the...

STEM workers

4.6%

4.3%

8.7%

Working age population

Immigrants in the region were 

21.6%  
age than 

their U.S.-born counterparts.

helping companies keep 
jobs on U.S. soil. Our research 
shows that immigrants 
living in the Akron-Canton 
region helped create or 

 
2,700 manufacturing jobs 
that would have otherwise 
been eliminated or moved 

15

share of workers was highest in the 

1. Manufacturing - 6.0% 

2. Transportation and Warehousing -  5.9% 

3. General Services13 - 5.6% 

4. Education - 5.0% 

5. Professional Services14  - 4.5% 

6. 

7. Health Care and Social Assistance  - 3.7% 

8. Construction - 3.1% 

9. Retail Trade - 2.9% 

10. Finance - 2.6%

Immigrant workers were concentrated in 

1. Hand Laborers and Freight, Stock, and 
Material Movers - 3.8% 

2. 

3. Miscellaneous Production Workers, 
including Equipment Operators and 
Tenders  - 3.2% 

4. Other Managers - 2.8% 
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Spotlight: Job Demand in Akron-Canton in 2024 

16

The top in-demand jobs in the region, by 
number of job postings, were: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. First-Line Supervisors of Retail Sales 

5. Hand Laborers and Freight, Stock, and 

demand for bilingual workers by number of 
job postings:17 

1. Retail Trade 

2. Administrative and Support and Waste 
Management and Remediation Services 

3. Manufacturing 

4. Finance and Insurance 

5. Health Care and Social Assistance 

The top in-demand industries in the region, by 
number of job postings were:  

1. 

2. Administrative and Support, Waste 

24,000 

3. 

4. 

5. 

demand for bilingual workers by number of 
job postings:  

1. Retail Salespersons 

2. Customer Service Representatives 

3. Interpreters and Translators 

4. 
and Career/Technical Education 

5. First-Line Supervisors of Retail Sales 
Workers 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

EDUCATION 

In 2023, 3,800 immigrant 
entrepreneurs generated

11.8% of immigrants worked 
for their own businesses, while 
8.7% of the U.S.-born population 
were entrepreneurs.18

Immigrants were 

in business income in the 
Akron-Canton region.  

entrepreneur than their 
U.S.-born counterparts. 

$166.9M

35.9%

Immigrants represented 5.7% of the 
business owners in the region despite 
making up 3.8% of the population

5.7%

7.5% 
of U.S.-born

30.0% 
of U.S.-born

10.8% 
of U.S.-born

92.5% 
of U.S.-born

19.5% 
of immigrants

41.0% 
of immigrants

18.4% 
of immigrants

80.5% 
of immigrants

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above  
with less than a high school education

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above  
with a bachelor’s degree or higher

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above  
with an advanced degree 

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above  
with at least a high school education or some college 



University Population

SPOTLIGHT

In fall 2023, 3,089 students19 enrolled in 
colleges and universities in the Akron-Canton 

20

bachelor’s and advanced degrees were 
awarded to international students with a 

STEM
were awarded to international students with a 

STEM

International students supported 849 jobs 
in the region and these students contributed 
$104.7 million in spending to the region 

tuition, housing, goods and services, and 
entertainment purchases.21 

The universities with the largest 

1.  
(2,076 international students) 

2.  
(522 international students) 

3. The College of Wooster  
(266 international students) 

The breakdown of international students  

1. 1,130 full-time undergraduate students 

2. 1,546 full-time graduate students 

3. 216 part-time undergraduate students 

4. 197 part-time graduate students 
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HOUSING  

In 2023,

59.7%  
of immigrant households in the region 
owned their own homes, compared to 71.4% 
of U.S-born households.

In 2023,

40.3%  
of immigrant households in the region were 
renters. Their total annual rent paid was

immigrant households was

$4.5B

$102.5M

Immigrants in the Akron-Canton 
region live in...

Houses (17,100, or 70.5%)

Apartments (6,900, or 28.5%)
22 (8,600, or 1.0%)
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NATURALIZATION

REFUGEES 

UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS  

57.5% 
Naturalized

16.4% 

(9,600 immigrants)

26.1% 

(15,300 immigrants)

Naturalization rate in the Akron-Canton region in 2023

In 2023, refugee households26 in the region 
$174.3M.

In 2023, undocumented immigrant households30 earned $156.7 million.

In 2023,

57.5%  
of immigrants in the Akron-Canton region 
were naturalized U.S. citizens.23 This 
represents a total of 33,600 immigrants.

81.4%  
of refugees were naturalized U.S. citizens.

5,900 immigrants, or 10.1% of 
the immigrant population in the 

refugees24 in 2023.25

Undocumented 
immigrant workers were 
concentrated the most 
in the Manufacturing 

 (30.0%).

$22.5M went to federal taxes27

$27.0M went to federal taxes31

$17.2M went to state and local taxes28

$13.4M went to state and local taxes

$134.5M was left in spending power

$116.3M was left in spending power
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H-1B AND H-2B VISAS  

  Software Developers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184  

  

  Mechanical Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

  Landscaping and Groundskeeping Workers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 711  

  Fast Food and Counter Workers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .96

  Helpers - Roofers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

1

1

3

3

2

2

Other
418

Other
346

# of 

# of 

718
29 in the Akron-

Canton region during 
Fiscal Year 2023. 

935
30 in the Akron-

Canton region during 
Fiscal Year 2023. 
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New Americans in the Akron Region
A Snapshot of the Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants31 in the Region32

POPULATION

the number of immigrants 
living in the Akron region 
in Ohio, in 2023.33

Immigrant share of the 
total population in the 

region in 2023.

45,600

Without immigrants moving to 
the region, the total population 

14.8%

0.6%

While the total population 

0.1 percent between 2018 
and 2023, the immigrant 

5.2%

SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS 

This means that immigrant 
households held 5.6% of all 
spending power in the region. 

In 2023, immigrant households34 in the Akron region earned $2.0B.

$364.7M went to federal taxes35

$182.7M went to state and local taxes36

$1.5B  
was left in spending power
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New Americans in the Canton Region
A Snapshot of the Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants37 in the Region38

POPULATION

the number of immigrants 
living in the Canton region 
in Ohio, in 2023.39

Immigrant share of the 
total population in the 

region in 2023.

12,800

0.7%

While the total population 

-0.2 percent between 2018 
and 2023, the immigrant 

2.0%

SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS 

This means that immigrant 
households held 2.2% of all 
spending power in the region. 

In 2023, immigrant households40 in the Canton region earned $480.3M.

$81.3M went to federal taxes41

$44.8M went to state and local taxes42

$354.2M  
was left in spending power
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among others.

4. Immigrant households refer to those with an 
immigrant as head of the unit.
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not speak English at all or do not speak English 
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12. STEM refers to occupations that require background 
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professions that require a degree or a license, such as 
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20. 
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the Association of International Educators. Accessed 

22. 
boats, tents, vans, and housing that is not considered 

23. Naturalization is the process through which one can 

americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-
.  

24. Refugees are admitted to the United States based 

their race, membership in a particular social group, 
political opinion, religion, or national origin. Learn 

works.
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